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"DECEMBER 2, 1924 


GuY P. JONES 
| 


dedicated the first of a new chain of | 
health centers, erected from funds pro- | 
vided under the will of Mr. George | 
Robert. White. The new: building will ‘be | 
used, mariaged and maintained by the 
Health Department. in. coopera-. 
tion with various private agericies devoted 
to the promotion of health and welfare. | 
The work’ to be carried. on in the new 
building will include ‘child welfare. con- | 
ferences, dental-service, classes in nutri- | 


‘ion, examinations by physiciatis’ of eye, 
nose and! throat, ete. «The building will | 
be:-used center: 
at thee dedicatory:exercises were'*Presi- | 
cent Charles W. Eliot, ofsHarvari;. Dr. | 
ger: -E. oMancent, president of ‘the |} 
ockefeller Foundatico n,: Haven |} 
‘\merson of Columbia; ‘University’ and 
‘any -other: noted authorities; The o¢ca- 
was regarded. “as: important, ine New | 
“ngland, only:;' or! decount.:of: the 
‘naghificence of the health. center build- | 
but also -becatise it:marks ‘develop: | 
nent in the-healthecentef: idea. i >. 

The:remarks:of Dr.; Haven at 
‘his: time care: of interest +to’ public :health | 
vorkeérs> throughout -the. ‘United Statés. | 
le! sketches: the:growth of ‘health;centers. 
n thescWmnited States’; and outlines the 
“.ctivities’ institutions:: His words: 
ielp «to «clarify» some; of: mistaken: | 
ideas: of of-:the +realth 


sPresent | 


; 


HOW HEALTH CENTER MAKES HEALTH POPULAR. 
With fitting ceremony Boston recently | ¢ center and emphasizes its true. ee) in 


promoting “a better quality and gréater 
quantity. of life.” Dr. Emerson said: 

miracle has . transformed what 
some: years. ago to believe. was a 
health center, from a tenement apartment, 
resembling a- ‘trolley car‘in proportions 
anda corner saloon in its setting, to this. 
palace ‘prevention, this Beautiful home 
of health. 

“The history” health” ‘so ‘pitch 
‘ofterier marked by the ‘quiet teport of ‘a 
modest sttident in the: “hospital or labora-. 
tory, that a great civic gesture *guth ‘as 
‘this, calls for joy ‘atid exultation that, 
“Hygeiay the goddess df health, : ‘has’ at 
least-a temple worthy of her. 
-oAll the spifit of the hotiored and pow: 
erful town’ hall: ‘of “New: Englatid, ‘that 
training’ school of ¢itizenship, and “self- 
expression, is brought’ to ‘life again | in 
this-the visible’ symbol of all thosé ‘gentle 
services “upon whith © ‘family and 
borhood “life depend: ‘are~ few 
sweeter words ‘than’ that'of: tieighbor, few 
-gréater satisfactions thati ‘a tember 
of & community conscious of: itself. 

Great cities are nowadays” 
‘their: size)" ‘not © ‘throtigh:- ‘the 
hazards of: mass? €xisterice® Shown ‘in our’ 
crowded streets and still more in- the 
stifling ‘tenements, ‘but! by the disintegra- 
tion: of ‘social relationships: amdéfig néiph- 
bors, arid~thelack of ‘touch: ‘betwee ‘the 
citizen? antl his: servants in ‘public ‘employ. 

‘haves long “beer acoustomed ‘to “thé 


‘friendly »school . the librafy, ‘the 
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church centers that bind. neighborhoods |a resourceful leader in the. tuberculos's 
|campaign gave Pittsburgh the example 


with a: common’ intérest, and it has been 
only within the past twelve years that our 
rapidly spreading respect for medical 
science and the 'services of health: protec- 
tion has developed a call for the neigh- 
borhood house of health. Here we have 


a service station, distributing currents of 


protection, circulating friendly service, 
adyertising the most unselfish of commo- 
dities—a better quality and greater quan- 
tity of life. Here is the year round 
office of the practitioner of health, the 
district health leader. 

On this occasion Boston has _ scored 
priority in a notable health accomplish- 
ment, as her officers or her citizens have 
on numerous occasions in the past. 

For. the first time on this continent a 
quarantine was established when the town 
officers of Boston, in 1678, forbade the 
unloading of cargo or debarkation of 
passengers or crew from ships which had 


brought smallpox with them from Eng- 


land. 
School medical inspection began; for 


the United States, in this city. A public 
clinic organized for the study and pre- 


vention of the hazards of occupation was 
first accomplished in Boston to the ever- 
lasting benefit of the wage earners 
throughout this country. 


_ Here and now we have that fortunate 


combination of private generosity, faith 
in public officials, and administrative 
ability among technical services, by virtue 
of which the first district. building erected. 
by a city government is devoted exclu- 
sively to the.use of. official and private 
health agencies. _ | 

This signifies much more than the 
humanizing of a central bureaucracy, 
which health departments tend to become. 
We have this building as a token of wide- 
spread belief that the nearer public serv- 
ice comes to the householder and his child, 
the stronger is the faith in democracy, 
the greater is the trust in elected officers. 
This is more than a new - facility of and 
for the city government, it is an expres- 
sion of hospitality by the officers who 
fear the mandate of .the voters, to the 
volunteers who have so often blazed a 
path of health with private endeavor, 
gladly followed. later by the more ponder- 
ous. and burdened government depart- 
_- We are so close to the origin of health 
centers,- sO -young’ in our: endeavors: to 


. bring. unity. of ‘effort into the local life of 


unlike. districts: of our cities, that it is 
easy to mark the steps of progress. + Ap- 


— 


of which could be expected from a cor-- 


limon meeting place and office of the vo'- 


‘unteer servants of -the sick, we see a 
similar idea in Milwaukee devoted to the 
Saving of babies’ and mothers’ lives, 
Philadelphia, New York. and Cincinnai; 
testing, approving and adding to the:plan. 
Not until 1914 was there any evidence 
that this glimpse of; a new method in 
health administration had.opened out the 
minds of health officers. Down in a tenc- 
ment store. of Division street in New 
York’s Ghetto, in the shadow of one 
block where still almost a thousand per- 
sons crowd the acre, the first experiment 
station under. municipal auspices was 


|started as a health center, with a desk 
|and chair where the visiting nurse and 


the charity worker could take turns at 
the ‘phone and swap notes on common 
problems with the district physician and 
the sanitary inspector. The germ of this 
embodiment of local health administra- 
tion was contained in those cramped 
quarters. | 

In the same year, Buffalo made use of 
district dispensaries with the same idea, 
and in 1915 Cleveland put its city health 
stations on a district basis. But it has 
‘remained .for private generosity, the 
‘imagination and creative loyalty and 
experience of volunteer health agencies 
of Boston, to clothe the idea with the 
enveloping beauty of architecture, and 
breathe into the faint hopes of others a 
‘spirit and practical organization which 
promptly takes the present project out of 
the class of experiment and places it 
among the permanent features of civic 
government. pee | 
~ What is to be the purpose? How will 
organization be developed? What are 
the methods to be evolved out of the 
For purposes: we have the translation 
of the quickly following facts of science 
into language, habit and use of house- 
holds, interpretation by the busy messen- 
gers of health, of theory and: practice 0' 
life in terms of. kitchen, playground anc 
nursery. From this welcoming, receiv- 
ing station, as full of wisdom as this 
room is of the flooding sunshine, it wil’ 
be the purpose of the doctor, nurse ‘anc 
all variety of friendly visitors: dis- 
‘tribute. as rapidly the good news of living 
‘as in the past the hurrying ambulance ha: 
raced: with death: through the streets. I: 


this transforming station, to short 


‘will be the purpose of the health officer, 
| the’ district. agent of city service, to usc 
pearing first across the Alleghenies where 
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the better illumination of his local com- 
The organization comes ready to hand, 
simple and practical from the lessons of 
well-tried executive practice. Each pub- 
lic and private health function will be 
served as if by an embryo bureau of a 
central government through a personnel 


that deals directly with each household, | 
offi- - 


and all: guided by the district health 
cer, the community physician: 

The methods will be those of. educa- 
tion, not enforcement, persuasion, not 
authority, of example, not of threats. 

In searching for suitable words to ex- 
press the soul of this unit I came upon 
these verses of that great sanitarian, the 
wise physician, the poet .of American 
Medicine, to whose science and teaching 
we owe the saving of whole armies of 
the mothers of the land, Dr. Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes: | | 


“As Life’s unending column pours, 
Two marshalled hosts are seen— © 

Two armies on the trampled shores 
That Death flows black between. 


One marches to the drum-beat’s roll, 
The wide-mouthed clarion’s bray, 

And bears upon a crimson scroll, 
‘Our. glory is to slay.’ 

One moves in silence by the stream, 
With sad, yet watchful, eyes, 

Calm as the patient planet’s gleam 
That walks the clouded skies. 


Along its front no sabres shine, 
No blood-red pennons wave; 
Its banner bears the single line, 

‘Our duty is to save.’ 


And if I may be pardoned the flight of: 
fancy, let me say that while we have in. 


circuit the knowledge of mankin a for 


| nurses, clergymen; 


tumultuous and often bloody manner 


declared our independence in religion, in 
ecucation, in government, we still await 
the revolution .in. thought and action 
wich will culminate in a declaration of 
ir edom from disease. Let this building 
prove to be the Faneuil Hall of Health. 
When to Teach 
Sccial Hygiene. 
Or. Borden S. Veeder' of. St. Louis said, 
at the recent meeting of -the 
C' ld Health Association: 
‘Social-hygiene instruction 
aicr puberty, not before, . The gist 
se. education is a happy normal relation- 
sh. between parents and children which 
must have its beginning long before 
puverty. It is a subject for the home and 
no’ for the school. The most important 
thing for parents to understand in regard 
to adolescence is that their child is under- 


Beach 
County 1, 


American. 


-should- conte 


| 


| communicable disease, shall prompti 


—— 


going far-reaching fundamental physical 
changes. and that thery is a physical basis 
back of all of the peculiar and usually 
irritating changes in temperament, dis- 
position,, attitude toward the family and 
life which are so prone to develop at this 


LIST OF DISEASES REPORTABLE 

ANTHRAX . MUMPS 
BERI-BERI OPHTHALMIA NEONA- 
~BOTULISM 
CEREBROSPINAL MENIN- PARATYPHOID FEVER 

GITIS (Epidemic) PELLAGRA 
CHICKENPOX PLAGUE 
CHOLERA, ASIATIC PNEUMONIA 
‘DENGUE POLIOMYELITIS 
DIPHTHERIA. ‘RABIES 
DYSENTERY ROCKY MOUNTAIN. 
ENCEPHALITIS (Epidemic) - SPOTTED (or Tick) — 
ERYSIPELAS «FEVER 
FLUKES SCARLET FEVER | 
FOOD POISONING SMALLPOX 
‘GERMAN MEASLES SYPHILIS* 
GLANDERS 
GONOCOCCUS INFECTION® TRACHOMA | 
INFLUENZA ‘TYPHOID FEVER 
JAUNDICE, INFECTIOUS TYPHUS FEVER 
LEPROSY WHOOPING COUGH 
| MALARIA YELLOW FEVER 
MEASLES 

QUARANTINABLE DISEASES. 

CEREBROSPINAL MENIN-  POLIOMYELITIS 

GITIS (Epidemic) © SCARLET FEVER 


CHOLERA, ASIATIC SMALLPOX 


DIPHTHERIA  FYPHOID FEVER 
“ENCEPHALITIS (Epidemic) TYPHUS FEVER 
LEPROSY YELLOW FEVER 
PLAGUE 
| “Reported by office number. Name and address net 
; Section 16. Public. Health Act. All physicians, 


attendants, owners, proprietors, 


| managers, employees, and persons living in or visiting 


sick person in any. hotel, lodging house, house, 
building, office, structure, or other place where any 
person shall be ill of any infectious, contagious, of: 
report such fact 
, Or other focal 


to the county, city and county, ci 


health board or health officer, together with the name 
of the person, if known, and place where such person 
is confined, and nature of the disease, if known. | 


MORBIDITY.* 


193 cases of diphtheria have been. reported, 
as follows: San Diego, Berkeley 3, Mon- 
terey Park 1, Alhambra 1, -Monrovia 1, :Whit- 
tier 3, Huntington Park 1, Maywood 1, 
Hawthorne 1, Hermosa. -Beach- -4,-Redondo: 
1, Glendale 6, Eldridge -1, Sonoma. 

Plumas County. Hayward 3,. 
Santa Cruz County 1, San Leandro 2, San 
Tose 3, Fresno 1, Turlock 5, Santa’ Cruz 3, 
Pleasanton 1, Alameda County 4, Watts 1, 
Sacramento County 4,:-Pacific Grove 1, San 
-Bernardino County .1; Ontario 1, Fullerton 2, 
‘Pasadena 1, Alameda 3,-Sanm Mateo County 4, 
-Burbank--1,- Contra--- Costa County 1, Los 
Banos »1,..$an, Diego County 2, Auburn Il, 
‘Bakersfield 4; Ri¢hmond 4, Santa Barbara 2, 
Sacramento 2, Siskiyou County 2, Salinas 2, 
Lodi 1, Kings County 1, San Benito County 
4, Orange 1, Mendocino 
Oroville 1, Dinuba 1, Hollister 1, San Fran- 
isco 13, Oakland 8, Los Angeles County 6, 


\ 


ci 
Santa Clara County 1, Riverside 2, Los An- 


*From reports received on December 22d 


-and 23d for week ending ‘December 20th. — 
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case measles have. been:. rep ¢ eles..25,. ern, 

Satramento Bernardino Courity, Ly Les cases” of. have! Jbeen 
Angeles County 21, Fresfo County 1, Sout h.| ported, a fgllows : Los. Angeles 3,. Stocktoi 
Gate 1, San 2, San Fresto 1 “Palo Alto 1, Los Angeles 


erne os geles County ans 67. cases of: deen 
naérdino ‘County Redlands 1, San“Jose® 1f ‘reported, as Sausalito.3, Stockton. 2, 
Burbank 2, ‘Mofiterey County 1, Marysville 2; | Ore e Courit Santa. Ania Pasadena 2, 
Lassen County. 2,1 Glendale ‘2,°:Stotkton 3, Park 1,3: Compton 2, San Fer- 
ullerton-l; Satraitento o Gounty | Angeles” 3%, os eles Jelano 1, 
1, Santa Ada 2,'Orange 3, Colton 2, Pasadena 


B13 | 218] 190 


= 


ag 1, Fresno County: 5, Santa Paula 6,°San 
bide Odldahd 9; Kern | cases’ of potiom élitis: tava eb otted 
Sis San ounty 1 as‘ follows: Ke ounty 1, Los Angeles. |, 
99 cases of! have been re sorted,’ ds ‘Encephalitis, Epidemic. 
‘County’ 1; ‘Tehatna Cotitity 1,/ 1 case reported from San Diego County. 
San santa Paula 2, Yuba City. 4, | Botuli 
Hun , Park Sari: Mateo. 1, 1 case reported from Loma Linda. 
COMMUNICABLE: DISEASE ‘REPORTS. 

sia Qerebrospinal Meningitis} . 1; 1 1 2 1 0 2 
| 345 337 27 
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